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Jer. 31, Surely after that 1 was Turned, 1 Repented; and after | 4 
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hereas after near Twenty Tears _ Op- 

| Poſition; made by Matthew Hide, againſt 

the People called Quakers, and their Prin- 

crple of the Light within,in their publick Aſſemblies ghiefiy in 
£1d «bout London : 1t hth pleaſed the Lord immediately aud 


ſecretly to Smite + Awaken him in his Conſcience, & tobring 
the Burden of his Iniquity upon him « few Dayes before b:s 


-Death(though he was nit the worſt of open Oppoſers aud Diftur- 
bers)that he was neteſſitate{ to mate 4 ſolemnConfeſſion there- 
of, and unto the Truth, in the Preſence of Almichty God, and 
feveral of the ſaid People, bis Wife, and ſo me others, before he 


could quietly or with Satisfa7ton depart this Life, This is 


given out 45 a true and faithful Narrative of his Laſt and 

Dying Words, as 4 Teſtimony for God's Truth and People, 4- 
gainſt all Aboſtates, Geinſayers and Oppoſers thereof, that ſuch 
ay take Warning, for whom there yes remains a Place of Re- 
Pe BE4Hce Ll . 


The Narrative. 

N the r9th of the z2th moneth, 1675. Cotter Oade 
he-ring that Matthew Hide was walling to ſpesk 
with ſome of ourFriends,cal'd@Qaaters,went to him.& to!d 
him,if he had any thing to ſay, to clear him{celf he might peat, 
feein: he had oppoſed Friends in their Declarations & Prayer, 

M, Hiae ſignified thus much, That he was ſorry for whas 
he had doxe , for they wore the People of Gol. 

C, Oades asked him, If he had any thing in his Mind tos 
any particular Friends, nominating 6G, 1 hitehead and w. 
Gibſoy, or any other ; and whether be wauld be willing any of 
them ſhould be ſent for ? . | 
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2#f: Hide replyed, As —_ as pleaſe may come. 

- Whereupon Cotter Oade: preſently fent for George 
: Hpiitchead, who accordingty went with rhe Meſſenger 
 tOvilit Matthew Hide after the Ninth Hour in the Night. 
So the ſaid George Whitehead, Cotten Ondes and Foh? Ball, 
near the Tenth Hour in the Night, viſiting Matth: Hrde 
- on his SickBed, though ſo weak that 'twas very hard for 
| him to utter. words, yet theſe were underſtood trom him, 
. when ſpoken to, as followeth. C. O. told him, Heres 
George Whitehead come to ſee thee, Matthew. 

G. W. 1am come in Love and Tenderneſs to ſee thee, - 

21, Hide, Tam Glad to ſee you, ©. | 

G. W. If thou haſt any thing onthy Conſcience to ſpeak, 

4 would have thee to clear thy Conſcience, 

A, Hide, What Lhave to ſay, Iſpeak in the Preſence 
of God ; As PAUL was a Perſecutor of the People of the 
Lord,SO HAVE I BEEN A PERSECUTOR OF YOU 
HIS PEOPLE, as the World are, who perlecute the 
Children of God : [with more words which then could 
not be underſtood.) 

G.W. Thy Underſtanding being darkened; when Dark- 
ne ſims over thee, thou haſt gainſaid the Truth and People of 

. the Lord,and I knew that that Li:ht which thou oppoſedſt would 
riſe up in Judgment azainſt thee : Thave often with others 
 laboured with thee, to bring thee to a Right Underſtanding. 
__ 2. Hide, This T declare in the Preſence of God, 
and of you here, I HAVE DONE EVIL IN PERSE- 
CUTING YOU, WHO ARE THE CHILDREN OF 
GOD,and I am SORRY for it;theLord Jeſus Chriſt ſhew 
Mercy unto me, and the Lord INCREASE your Num- 
ber, and be with you. 
G. W. [after ſome pauſe] 7 would have thee, if thou 


art able to ſpeak, to eaſe thy Conſcience as fully as thou cant ; 
ag 4 
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my Soul is affeted to hear thee thus confeſs thy Evil, as the - , 


Zord hath grven thee a Senſe of it ; in Repemtance, there is 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs,in Confeſſing & Forſaking Sin, there. 
is Mercy to be founiwith the Lord, nho inthe nudſt of Fudg- 
ment remembers Mercy, that he may be feared. [1 hetaid 
M.;H: being then much Oppreft, ſtriving. for Breath, 
and lying on his back, that it was very hard for him to 
ſpeak, G. W. got John Ballto turn him on one fide, that 
he might the better ſpeak.) 4 | 

- 2M, Hide, Thave DONE EVIL IN OPPOSING YOU. 
IN YOUR PRAYERS; the Lord be merciful unto me , 


-and asI havebeenan Inſtrument to turn many from Gcd, 


the Lord raiſe up- MANY INSTRUMENTS to turn. 
many to him. | 
G.W. [after ſome Silence] deſire thou meiyeſt find Mey- 
cx and Porgiveneſs at the hand of the Lord , how is it with thy 
Soul?” af thou not find ſome Eaſe? | 
. 4. H. Thope Ido, and if the Lord ſhould lengthen 
my dayesI ſhould be withng to BEAR A TESTIMO- 
NY FOR YOU AS PUBLICKLY as I have appeared 


againſt you, 


[ His Wife then ſaid, 'Tis enough, what can be de- 
ſired more? } - - h 

G. W. If the Lord ſhonld not lengthen cut thy Dayes.. 
doſt thou-deſire what thou ſayſt ſhoald be ſizxified to oth:r5? 

1, H. YES,I-DOz YOU MAY ; Lhave faid as much 


-asTean ay. 


ſom-unto thee, Ithink, we maymith-4raw. 
AM, H. You may uſe your freedom. 
G. W. 1ſhall leaus thee to the Lord, deſir ins he may ſhew 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs wntothee, as I hope hz will, 
4, H, -The Lord be with your Spirits, Theſe 


. 6, w. ( Aﬀer ſome ſilence) 1f this Company be Weari- 


&) 


Theſe things were expreft about two hours before his 
death, inthe. preſence ot, 
George Whitchead, Cotten Oade, 
Toles Bill, George Browne, 
.And the Wife of arthew Hide, and {me others, 


It is tobe obſerved before ſome of the People, called 
Qnzters, came to him, I perceiving him to be much 
troubled in his mind, asked him, if he would ſpeak 
with any of thoſe People? he ſmote his hand upog his 
Breaſt, and ſaid, with all my Heart : Iasked him again, 
if ke would ſpeak with ſome of the Quakers? and. he 
{mote his hand on his Breaft and ſaid, with all my Soul; 
1o fome were invited to come: again, - had 
been with him, he did oftentimes deſire, that he might 
hve till Morning, it being Firſt Day of the Week, and 
that he' might bare, on that day, « Teſtimony for the 
Truth, he had on that day ſo often oppoſed : He alſo 
ſaid, he had fiace found ſome eaſe to his Spirit : And 1 
being a Silver-Spinſter and he underſtanding that I 
wrought to People that were great in the World he 
took me / the hand, and did preſs it much opon me, 
tht I ſhould uſe the Plain Language, 35 Thee, and Thos 
and if they would-not receive it, Iſhould let my Trade 
po: And after ſome more words. tothis PRs 

y him, in agood underſtanding, he ſtretched humſelf 
out, and died very quietly. - . 

To the Subſtance of thi; Relation, concerning my - 
Husbands expreſſions on his Death-Bed , concernin 
the People, called Queters, 1 was an ear-Witnels, an 
AMary Faeks tO0. LN | 
| Elizabeth Hide, Mary Fooks, 
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To. al ATFHEISTICAL. Þ ERSEUCU- 
TING. and CONTENTIOUS. OP- 
POSERS of the Univerſal Light of Jeſus 
in.the-Conſcience, and particularly th: ſe that are 
Diſturbers and Vilihers of them that be. 
lieve in him, at their publick, Meetings-to wor ſp 


God, according to the Illumiuation and Motion of 


that Bleſſed Principle. | 


4 O you alta Warniog in the Name.and Fear-of God) 

- that you leave off your vaix Thoughts, your chaffy,. 
looſe & unſaverry Words, and rebellious Prattices a241nſt 
the Light of Feſis in your own Conſciences & Hitt you dread 
any more to revile, backbite, d:turb or ſlander his pody 
People, that have believed in him, and that follow him- 
according to the Shinings- of his- bleſſed Light in their 
Hearts ,z ſpeak not evilly of that you do not know,muctt. 
lefs go you on to trick againſt theſe Pricks in your own Cox- 
ſciences, as Sewl did, Teft:you become emirely hardened 
in your. Gainſayings, andthe Lord God cutyou off in his. 
fore Diſpleaſurc. Othat you would: conſider your lat- 
ter End,and _—_— vain mortal Men;for you know 
not how ſoon ſmal Trump-may overtake any of 
yon ;. Are-ye ready Þ' ave ye prepazed ? at ace the 


dding-garment? are you of them that have ſuffered with 
him,being dead and buried to Self-will, Pride Envy,Revenze, 
and the Lufts of this ungodly world, and riſen with hay in the- 
Life, Glory and Rayment of thy Reſurreition? To, where 
are yous Fruits? If you are not, (as ye:are not.Taffirm: 
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in God's Name) then where's your Authority for theſe 
Evil Fruits you bring forth, ſcoffing, mocking, jangling, 
diſturbing end bawling againſt us, ftirring up.the. Scum of 


the Multitude to abuſe us : Conſider betore.it be too late = 
who is your Maſter in all theſe Things, and whoſe Ser- 


vants you are, in whoſe Name and Errand you go, and 
what Spirit ſets you thus to work againſt fo glorious a 
Principle, and 16 harmleſs a People, that not being con- 
tented with /ifeleſs worſhips, human Faiths, and meer tra- 
ditional Religions, Cry to the God of Heaven to appear 
and operate in their Hearts, and teach them by his own 
holy Spirit, to be his Diſciples and Children, according 
to his Promile, yea, though it croſs the World's Life, 
Spirit, Cuſtoms and Faſbions , and therefore cannot lon- 
ger ſerve God in the Oldneſs of the Letter, by meer Imi- 
tation, or after the Manner of the looſe Chriſtians of this 
World, 'only with outſide Performances, but in the 
Newne(s of the Spirit, in the Immediate Leadings and Gui- 
dings of the holy GH according to Roz, 8, 14, though 
they were never ſo much made a Reproach and By- 
word, and be encompaſſed about with Loſs and 
Danger; T1ſay, have a Care of reſiſting, reviling and 
diſturbing theſe poor People, thele Believers, theſe 4ſ- 
ſertors, theſe Followers and Children of the Light of Feſws, 
begotten again of the EG Day of Righteouſneſs, 
teſt you was, wy up Wrath againſt the Day of wrath, and the 
Revelation of the righteous fierce Fudgments of God, and 
your Portion be appointed you in that Day with the workers of 
Iniquity forever. | | 
nd as I warn you to forſake your vain, frothy, en- 
vious and contentious Courſes, ſo do Texhort you in God's 
Fear Fo wnfeigned Repentance, and invite you in Love tothe 
h 'Frue 
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true Peace of Conſcience, even that Conſtience which is 
"ſprinckled from Unbelicf, Hatred, Malice ani all Ungoali- 
ne fi, which is only obtained by an humble and ſincere walking 
inthe Light of the Sox of God, as 1 Fohn1. taking hecd 
to, and not def piling this holy and ſpiritual Appearance 
of Chrift within, to dethrone Satay, .ard deſtroy Sin, and 
to bring in his own everlaſting Righteouſneſs, as the * 
Fews did Feſws, whom they jus knew after the Fleſh, 
ing out, 1s ot this the Carpenters Son? this Fellow ; and 
sf thou art the Chriſt, or Son of God,. (how us a Sign, and tell 
who ſmites thee, and come off from the Croſs, and ſave thy 
ſelf: Ifay, cavil not thus atthe Light of Chriſt ia your 
Conſciences,deſpiſe not his Sufficiency with your carnal 
Mind, neither turn his Grace, — and Forbearence 
into a prophane Preſumption and bold tempting of the 
living God , for then very woful will your End be ; be- 
hold, reid, ponder and meditate on the latter End of 
this poor Man ? let his Caſe be both a YVzrning and Yiſi- 
ſitation to all that oppoſe the Light of Chriſt within, and 
the Children of it, that you may conſider your latter End, 
find Mercy and be ſaved ; when I reag the Narrative of 
his dying Condition, Oh my Heart "Was ' much broken 
before the Lord,and I coulll not but reverently magnific 
his glorious Power,Mercy and Truth, that had wrougb: 
ſo ſtrange, ſo great, and ſo bleſſed a Work for his Names 
Defence, his Peoples Vindication, and 1 hope, for the 
r Man's Soul too; O let him have the Glory forever; 
r who is ike unto him-in Heaven or in -Earth, -whoſe 
Goingsare in the Deep, . and whoſeWayes are paſt find- 
1ng out, but in-his own time. | 
And truly Pity roſe in my Soul towards allyon whoſe 
Day is not over, &a ſecret itrong Groan to-God,that you 
might all ſee your Folly,and repent before you go hence 
and be no more.-ſecen, s B This 
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This Man Ihave known many Years, being One that 


he hath often oppoſed in publick Meetings ; his main 
Stroak was agunſt the Doftrine of Chriſt, the true Light, 
in lighting every Man that comes into the World, with a di- 
vine and ſaving Light , the Suthciency and Univerſality 
of this to Salvation, he conſtantly and reſolutely with- 
{to0d, not furtouſly, madly and frothily, like outragi- 
ous Mockers, as ſome {till too evidently and frequent! 
thew themſelves againft us,but with great externalSobr1- 
ety, and Gravity, as well as Zeal, reaſoning after his 
Manner, and not bawling gal uss 20r was his Con- 
verſation ſeandalons, but honeſt and exemplary in world- 
ly things towards Men, for ought that Tever hcard up- 
on Inquiry : So that his preſent Con:1ons, as the 
were notthe effeX of any affrighting Diſcourſe, Inſin- 
nuations or Beſetments of ours in his Sickneſs, neither 
could they be — to be any Trouble for a diſſc- 
late Life, in which he might be thought to condemn 
himſelf generally and confuſed, nor yet did his Remzrr ſe 
only arite from the Way of his Opppoſing us, as if he 
ſtill retain'd _O—_—_ 5 but the very Ground 
of the whole Trouble, and Exerciſe of Spirit, for which 
| he was willing to ſee.any of us, and utter the foregoing 
pathetical Expreſſions, was his gainſaying us, the People cal- 
| ledQuakers, in the way of our Faith and worſbip, and bo 
inuch his own Words te 
reviling Thief *s State upon the Crofs, leaſt they enter 
not into the Paradiſe of God forever. = 
_ Andnow, my dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 
who have hearkned to the holy Reproofs of this inſtrue- 
ting Light of Jeſus in the Conſcience, and by it been re- 
 deerned from the Wickedneſs of this World, and taught 
| Ul 
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 indeep: and heavenly things, and made through your 


cheertul Obedience, to partake in meaſure of the great 
Salvation of God, though it hath been throughivery ma- 
ny bitter Exerciſes, and deep Tribulations of Body and 
Spirit. O! what Cauſe have you to keep Covenant 
with the Lord, to abide in your heavenly Habitation, un 
a living faith, ſtedfaſt hope and conſtant Patience t1 the End, 
caſting your Care upon him, and commiting your Cauſe . 
and Concerns to him, who is not only able, bur willing 
and ready to ſuccour you, and maintain the Glory of 
his own famous honourable Name, deeply concern'd is 
you, O! let us dwell with him for ever, that his holy 
Spirit may more & more enliven us, his Power ftrength- 


en us, and his great Wiſdom conduct us through the 


Work of our Day: 'Tis true That many are the Troubles of 
the Righteous, but bleſſed be our God forever, he will xs 

certainly deliver out of them all, | 
And gs we want not the Evidence of his holy 
Spirit, that his own _ Arm gathered us, and that 
we are his People bought by his Blood, redeemed by 
his Power, and made partakers of his divine Life ; yet 
it ought to be no ſmall Evidence of the Lord's goodnelſs ; 
and Aotes. both matter of Comfort and confirma- 
tion to us, that he hath conſtrained a Teſtimony to 
his own bleſſed right within, and us his poor diſpiſed 
People (that have believed in it, and above all the Fa- 
milies ofthe Earth, contended and Suffered for it) out 
of the Mouth of an old and conſtant Oppoſer of both, 
and that upon his dying Bed too,when no fears nor Flat- 
teries, NO gains nor Temptations from men juſtly can be 
thought to have prevail 'dupon him : But the powerful 
oLiOgs only of that Very MENS he had ſolong reſiſt- 
2 cd 


| (12) 
ed this ſmit him in ſecret;this made his dying;bed unea- 
ſy,& proved its own ſufficiency upon him, by awakening 
his Conſc ierce 5jening Lis Ul d:rſtanding,breaking his 
Heart, & ing very plain,tender 8 ſincere Confefſ- 
on from his Mouth , O bleſſed be the Name of our. God 
forever ! whois a God, Glorious in Holineſs, fearful 
in praiſes, working Wonders for them that commit 
their cauſe to him, | TH 
And whatever were his Provocations to us, I can 
ſay it, inthe fear of God, my Heart was much more 
filled with Pity then diſpleaſure towards him, and 
this very repentance is both an effeAual Anſwer of my 
Prayers, and a plain Accompliſhment of my{Prophecy, 
with ſome more of my Brethren , for as I often earneſt| 
and more then ordinarily, of late deſired of the Lord, 
this poor Man's Convincement and Repentance, and 
that with an unuſual tendernels of Spirit, even when 


he was ſtrong in his Gain-ſaying , ſo havel frequently 
told him, in the Name of God, and preſence of many- 


People, at our Meetings, (when he. came on purpoſe 
to withſtand us) that God would plead with him, by 
his righteous Judgments;and thatthetime would come, 
he ſhould be forc'ſt to confeſs to the ſufficiency of that 
Light, he then oppoſed; and to acknpwledge that 
God was with us, of a Truth, all which bleſſed. be the 
Name of the Lord is fulfilled; by the Eoregoing Nare- 
tive, whers he confeſſeth himſelf a Sa»/,defires forgive- 
nefs, teſtifies to us,th1t we are the Lord's People, and 
prayes for our increaſe, Thus hath our God vindicated 

hts glorious Name, 
Nor doTinfiſt on this ſo much, as if we had been 
aitherto barren of the like inſtances that mightencou- 
| rage 


wy =” TS -- R 


XUM 


XUM 


; (EE hon 
rage us; fora great'Volume would not contain what; 
we could ſay of the Ziving: and Dying Teſtimonies 
given by great and harſh Oppoſſers to this bleſſed Wy 
of God we are turned unto: But foraſmuch as this Man 
was ſo lately, and ſo publickly a Gainſayer, and ſo gene-. 
rally known of thoſe that frequent our Meetingsto have 
b:enſuch; And for that it was his own deſire as well as 
that the Caſe is extraordinary, and that the Lords Ho- 
nour, and-many'mens Souls are concerned; Therefore- 
is this publiſhed : And I pray God, with my whole. 


Soul and Spirit, that-it may bea Warning to all Op- 


poſers, of what fort ſoever, That they gainſay not 
themſelves into eternal Deftruftion ( for none of their . 
Weapons ſhall ever proſper, the Lord hath ſaid. it,) 
But that they = turn-unto the Light of Jeſus in their. 
own Hearts, and follow the Reproofs and Inſtruftions 
of it, whoſe Ways are ways of Parity, andall his Paths are. 
Peace ;, for he viſtts'the Creacure, to lead out of Sin, 
which is the only'eaufe of trouble: And my deſire fur- 
ther is, that we who have believed therein may keep, 
Covenant, ftand our Ground,' and not again turn into, 
folly. O! havea care of a ſfothfull Mind, that: which. 
can ſitat home and cenſure, but is not diligent in the. 
work of the Lord, Let us go on and preſs forward, 
towards the Glortous Recompence, and this keeps in 
the univerſal Spirit, out of murmurings and grudgings, 
and herein ſhall we proſper and be preſery:d forever ; 
and ct this be the Godly uſe we make of this great ob- 
ligation which the-Lord hath now eminently laid upon. 
us, to watch and perievere that we may hold out tothe 
end, and givenojuſt occaſion.to any to ſpeakevilly of 
this Bleſled Way of the Lord that hath ſo ſignally _ 

orn 
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born witneſs to, even by ſuch as have ſpoken, evillyof: 
it when they come to Dye; As this Narrative (though 

briefly, yet fully) proves. en KT 
zd as to the Perſecution that now threatens, you - 
know this, it comes all from the ſame Root, he 
that drew a Teſtimony from this Oppoſer (and Perſecu-” 
tor, as he confeſſeth he yas) will in due time givewit-"/ 
neſs to his holy Way, and you his People ; from the - 
Conſciences of your Perſecutors, as you know full-well 
he hath frequently done in divers places ofthis Nation: - 
therefore never heed it, neither be ye moved at it, but be - 
of good cheer, for the ſhout of an Immortal King. is 
amongſt us; who is the only Sacred Majeſty, dread So- 
wveraign, King, Prince and Lord of Conſcience, and no 
mortal Man whatever ; for he only can bz Lord of Con- . 
ſcience who is greater then Conſcience, and Author of 
Conſcience ; but that, no man is, becauſe Conſcience + 
is the chiefeſt part that conſtitutes that man, therefore 
no man can be Lord of Conſcience; And beit known 
to all Powers on Earth it is this great Lord that hath 

reacht to your Souls, even 1ſrae/s God ; wherefore kee 

you with him, hearken to his holy Voice, and: obey it 
diligently unto all Holineſs, and all ſhall go-well with 
| you in the end; Say wnto the Righteous, it mm o well 
with them, but ſay unto the Wicked, it ſball goill withthem, 
this God gave his Prophet in charge of old; andit ſtands 

true to our Day, and ſhall while a good and a bad M 

live upon the Earth. 
You know, my Brethren, in whom you have believed, 
and have good ms gs of his Power and Faithful- 
neſs: Call to mind his noble Acts, and valiant, Deeds, 
his great Salvation inall Ages; how ſure, how ready, - 
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£ (x5) : 
hew willing aid how able he bath been to-deliver our 
Anceſtors, and you-.know he. is the ſamenow at this 
Day: truſt there forever, for he is greater in you, then 
he that is. in the World, and Iknow aſfuredly that all 
theſe Things ſhall work together for good, tothem that 
keep in the:Faith, The royal Faith, the victorious Faith that 
Faith that ſtands all Tryals, and ſarmonnts all Temptationt, 
and through patient ſuffering triumphs over Rage, Dark- 
neſs and the Grave: 'Tis this exceeding precious Faith, that 
makes the good Chriſtiaw, the good Man, th: good Subjeft, 
and keeps Man's Conſcience void of Offence towards God and 
all Men, and as we keep it, of Right may we ſay, The 
Lord is our Light, whom ſhould we Ih The Lord is the 
Strength of our Life, of whoms ſhould we be afraid? O! thoſe 
that flee before formers, and run at the Sight of Perſe- 
cutors (yea, though an Army of them) either never had 
or have departed from this Noble Faith, which is pure 
Confidence in God, and intire Refignation to his divine 
Will , come what will come, Chriſt w ill not have one 
Coward in his ſpiritual Army : Fear not what man can 
do unto you, was *a great Part of his Inſtrution to hi; 
Diſciples, the Pilgrim Preachers of his holy Goſpel t5 
the World ; but Conſtlters with Fleſh and Blood, thole 


- that uſe baſe Stratagems to ſave them'elves, that will 


not abide the Day, but ſlink from the ſhock of Sufferings, 
and hide in ſtormy times, they betray God's Preroga- 
tive, Conſaience's Liberty, fling up the Cauſe, and bring 
a Spot upon conſcientious Separation , ſuch ſhall become 
an Abhorrence and utter Deteſtation 3n the Sight cf the 
pure jealous God, andall good People. - 

My Brethren, I hope that few or none of theſe will be 
found among{t us, howbeit, -theſe things may be p=r- 
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mitted for a winnowing,that many may'be p 

ſo their Integrity may be the better firs 
cere,holy and ſelf-denying people God will have tode- 
light himſlfin : Bleſled are they whoſe God uh, 
and whoſeTrufſt is in him forever,for they ſhallne 
moved; into his bleſſed Care and Prote&tion, wit _y 


ſelf, do Icommit you all ; andthe Lord 


Earth preſerve us all in his why Fear, — Re 
tothe End, Amer. 


We. 


